OEHME, ELLA
This 90-year-old woman with history of failure to thrive, dementia, severe weight loss, and protein-calorie malnutrition is being recertified for hospice at this time.
Since last certification, the patient is eating less, she has lost 3.5 pounds, spending 18-20 hours in bed, has very little appetite. The patient’s dementia has definitely progressed since the last certification. The patient is undernourished to say the least with severe protein-calorie malnutrition which continues from the last certification. She is only eating about 10% of her food. First of all, she now requires pureed diet which she eats very little. She is also requiring oxygen to keep her comfortable because of hypoventilation related to advanced dementia with O2 sat of less than 85%. Wound care continues with no evidence of healing at this time which is understandable. The wounds which were noted earlier show no evidence of healing because of severe protein-calorie malnutrition. The patient continues to receive morphine around the clock for pain and her KPS score which was at 40%, is now at 30%. The patient is hospice appropriate and is expected to live less than six months.
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